A Few Words of Welcome, ahd how to {Jse this Hahdbook:

We welcome you t0 what promises tO be a very excCiting year for you and your entire family. This
greeting may sound odd, as You may think that B’nei Mitzvah is just for a child, or for a child and his or
her parents, but this is not the Case. The most joyous anhd complete B’nei Mitzvah experiences come
when there is an understanding within your family that this upcoming Simkha is for all of you,
regardless Of age or relationship. Though it is true that Your soon to be 13 Year old will shoulder the
balance of hard work and commitment during the coming year, each and every member Of your family
will have their own roles to play.

A Note on Terms: You will see the phrase B’hei Mitzvah’ many times in this book.
Functionally speaking, B'hei” is the Plural of Bar’ but may also indiCates both Bar’ and
Bat as a plurality.

Many people also think that Bar/Bat Mitzvah is the Culmination of a child’s Jewish Education. This
could not be further from the truth! Attaining the status of Bar/Bat Mitzvah is just ahother step on
the road to becoming ah educated Jewish Adult, which is our ultimate goal. This journey begins with
Consecration, continues through Bar/Bat Mitzvah to Confirtmation, and beyond. This progression is
our obligation, as we Jews are commanded to engage in a lifetime of learhing. Though your child might
celebrate their Bar/Bat Mitzvah early in their 7" Grade Year, they are required to finish the year, and
the community expects that they will continue to Confirmation.

We have put together this hanhdbook to as completely as possible define the struCture and parameters
Of Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation and the requirements that our congregation maintains. At the same
time, let it be said however that we uhderstand that each and every student is uhique. Some students
Will be Capable of accomplishing much more thah what we are asking for; and, correspondingly, some
students may only be able to master a fraction of the material. We understand and antiCipate the
reality of both these Circumstances. The congregation, Clergy, ahd educationhal Staff will work with
you anhd your family to ensure that every Child makes a comfortable stretCh to live up to his or her full
potential.

Please take the time tO familigrize yourselves with all of the material contained hereinh. DO nhot
hesitate to ask questions!

Rabbi Fratello Cantor Kaplan Miriam Schafrer
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The Bar/Bat Mitzvah in Theory ahd Practice:

The tertn Bar Mitzvah’ literally means, ‘Son of the Commandments,’ and ih @ pracCtiCal sense, serves to
delineate specCifiCc rights and responsibilities. Traditionally, tO say that a young man is Bar Mitzvah,
meant that he was an adult in the eyes of the congregation. Prior to the age of 13, a Young mah’s
parents are held responsible for his behavior. His deeds, both good and bad, are Vvisited upon them.
After the age of 13, however, a youhg mah becomes fully responsible for himself. It is how his
responsibility to follow the M/tzvot (Commandments), hot his parents. Should he fail to do so, he is the
one who will incur the punishments which tradition dictates.

With this new responsibility, of course, Come hew honors. The young man is entitled to read from the
Torah, tO0 |ead the congregation in worship, ahd to be accorded the status Of anh adult. This latter
point is essential, as he may how be counted fully in the 10 men required for a Minyan (prayer quorum).

In modern liberal Judaism this Category has also been extended to inClude young women as well. Thus
a young womanh becomes a Bat Mitzvah’ (Daughter of the Commandments), and the same duties and
honors, as well as its obligations and rewards, are extended to her as well. In most Reform
Congregations, as well as manhy Conservative ones, women over the age of 13 are included in the count
t0 establish the presence of a Minyan.

A Note on Terms: The term Bar/Bat Mitzvah' is frequently used incorrectly as a Verb.
For example, we have all heard the phrase, “My daughter was Bat Mitzvahed.” This is
incorrect both in terms of grammar and theology. It is more Correct to say that a child
has become, or will become, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

According to Jewish Law (Halakhah), one heed nhot have a Ceremony, one heed not read from the
Torah, ohe nheed nhot even attend a service, to become B’hei Mitzvah. Many Jews erroneously |00k
upoh the ceremony as a rite that must be performed oh someone’s behalf, without which their status
as a Jew is in question. However, the Change to adulthood occurs automatically at age 13. While it
has become customary over the centuries for @ younhg person to be given the right of reading from the
Torah and leading a service in order to demonstrate their Change in status, this is custom alohe.

Even though customs and traditions may Chanhge, we must hot [ose Sight OF the fact that B’nei Mitzvah
status is accorded automatiCally at the age of 13, and the rights and responsibilities, which come with
it, are religious in nature, regardless Of ahy other faCtors.



Preparation Prior the B’hei Mitzvabh Year:

The dates for Celebration of B’hei Mitzvah are assighed to students ih our sChool roughly two years in
advance of their 13® Birthday. This is a hecessity as Calendars and Celebrations must be coordinated
far in advance. If you will recall, the congregation sent out letters listing available dates for your child,
which dates were unavailable, and a form for you to make your requests. Once the Temple received
these, SpeCifiC dates were assighed and your family was notified in writing.

A Note on Dates: Once dates have been assighed, they may not be altered without
approval. This poliCy must be striCtly enforced, as we wish to avoid scheduling Conflicts
at any and all costs.

To this point, the religious education which your child has been given in our school has been primarily
geared toward teaching them to be Fully Equipped Jewish Adults. SpecCifiCally our goal has been to
acquaint them with the history and customs Of our people, ahd to foster within them a sense of
Jewish identity and community life. The ‘Hebrew School’ componhent of their education has been
focused on teaching them Hebrew Decoding (reading) skKills, and teaching them the prayers in which
they, as Jewish Adults, should be conversant.

What Our Students Should Know: 1deally, by the time our students reach their Seventh Grade
Year, they are competent in at [east these following Hebrew Prayers:

The Barekhu

Shema

Ve'ahavta

Amidah (Avot VImahot)

Kiddush Both Short and [Long Form)

Ha-motzi

Candle Blessing

Torah and Haftarah Blessings
(If you have specCifiCc questions about these prayers, what they meanh, and how they fit into a
worship service, ask your child! If they do hot know, seek out the Rabbi, Cantor, or Religious
gchool Director.)

In addition, our students must be able to decode and read Hebrew words with vowels. This is
essential for them tO master the Vvarious liturgiCal anhd SCriptural pieces for which they will be

responsible during their Bar or Bat Mitzvah ceremony.
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Preparation During the B’hei Mitzvah Year:

Each student will be responsible for leading a Shabbat Morning Service, either by themselves in paired
with another student. Qur congregation prides itself that its students are Capable of conducting the
entire service themselves, with only minimal input from the Rabbi and Cantor. Your child will lead the
congregation in all elements of the serviCe, in addition to reading a section of Torah and Haftarah, and
delivering a speech to the congregation. This is true whether your child will be celebrating become
B’nei Mitzvah solo, or paired with ahother student.

TO be up to this task, approximately 5-6 monhths prior tO the service, our students begin working with
the Cantor. The Cantor’s study with the students iS made of two Componhents.

The Cantor’s Class: This Class will meet onCe a week as part Of your child’s established
TReligious School program. Together, with the Cantor, the students will learh how to Chant
Torah through learhing the various Cantillation symbols (trope) and their corresponding
melodies. Ih as much as students benefit greatly when taught in small group settings, they will
hear ohe another Chant individually in Class as well as in groups. ToO reinforCe the material
taught in Class and to truly master it, daily practiCe at home is essential. The Torah
Cantillation Class is taught in a Casual, supportive environment that Serves as a precursor to the
individual tutoring that will follow. Depending on the student’s B’nei Mitzvah date, the Class
may overlap with private tutoring or precede it. The students will receive their hecessary
materials for the Class from the Cantor.

Tutoring: T\orking one-on-one with the Cantor, with Ms. SChaffer, or with another tutor
provided by the congregation, each student will continue to practiCe the prayers that they
already know, and Will work to master hew material for their own service. This material
inCludes their Torah and Haftarah portions.

A MNote on Tutoring: 1f, after consultation with the Cantor or the Director of
Education, we feel that your Child would benefit from extra tutoring, we will inform you
Of that faCt. If You feel that You wish to engage ah outside tutor, please khow you may
only do so with express consent of the Rabbi and Cantor, and you will be solely
responsible for all relevant fees. All matters of B’hei Mitzvah preparationh, and material
For which your child is responsible, remain within the purview of the Rabbi and Cantor.



A Note on Torah portions: Qur tradition divides the Torah into 5¢ separate sections,
ohe Of which, alohg with a SpecCifiC selection from the books Of the Prophets (the
Haftarah) is read each Shabbat throughout the year. This system guarantees that the
entire Torah is read over the course Of a Calendar year. AS each student has already
been assighed a specCifiC date for their B’hei Mitzvah service, the assighment of a Torah
and Haftarah portion has already been made according to this CcycCle. Your child’s Torah
Portion is listed onh the cover of this hahdbook.

Students will be given a bound printed copy of their Torah ahd Haftorah portions at their first
private tutorial session with the Cantor. The printed copy inCludes both the text with vowels
and trope markings as well as the text without vowels—how it approximately appears in the
actual Torah scroll—so that they Cah pracCtiCe without vowels. The student will then be
responsible to read through their entire Torah portioh in English examining what the various
themes are. QOnhce the student has a good uhderstanding of their portion, they will then choose
which elements of their portion are most personally meaningful to them. Qnce the student
determines this, they will then seleCt a BLOCK of 12 Verses that Will serve as their assighed
excerpt Of their Torah portion that they will be Chanting from the Bema at their Bar/Bat
Mitzvah ceremohy. (QnhcCe they have selected the verses, they will then nhotify the Cantor
through e-mail what those verses are sO that the Cantor Cah prepare a study recording for
them. All students will be encouraged to Chant the text, but each student should read at least
12 verses; Capable students will be encouraged to read more.

Each student will also read a selection from the Haftarah, as well. Each student is expected to
Chant (or read) a portion as well as the corresponding English Translation. Capable students
will be encouraged to read (Or Chant) large parts of the Haftarah. Very Capable students may
be encouraged to read or Chant the entire Haftarah.

The Rabbi: Roughly six weeks prior to the service, the student and family will meet with the
TRabbi. At this meeting you will have a Chanhce to assigh various honhors to members of your
family (see below for a list of honors). Also, the Rabbi and the student will develop and Craft
the student’s speech.

A Note Apout the Speech: While parents are invited and expected to partiCipate in
the process of writing the speech, they should hot be tempted to write it themselves.
The words and ideas are the student’s responsibility. Nascent ideas and thoughts will
be fully developed by the Rabbi, Cantor, student, and family working together.



Final Preparation: The Cantor will work with the student to pracCtiCe their entire service,
inCluding both the Hebrew and English elements, in addition to explainhing and practiCing the
various stage directions that your child and family will heed to khow. We will make use of the
sanctuary to be certain that you and your Child feel completely comfortable in that setting, and
t0 familiarize you with the choreography Of the service. Parents are required to attend the
Final Dress Rehearsal.



The Ceremony Jtself:

As previously stated, at Temple Shaarei Shalom, B’hei Mitzvah are Celebrated during Saturday
Morning Shabbat Services. Services begin promptly at 10:30 AM.

A Note About Inclusive forship: 1h many congregations members feel that Saturday
Morning Worship has been ‘hijacked’ by B’nei Mitzvah Celebrations, or that these
Ceremonies are somehow private ones just £or a partiCular family and their friends. At
Temple Shaarei Shalom, this is hot the Case. The ethos of our congregations is such
that your child will lead a regularly sCheduled worship serviCce at which the entire
congregation is welcome. That being said, however, this does not meanh that any and all
must be invited to your family’s subsequent Celebrations.

The regularly sCheduled open hature of our Shabbat Worship is also the reason we do
not have Afternoon or so-Called Havdallah B’hei Mitzvah ih our congregation. Since we
do not have a regularly scheduled Shabbat Afternooh Gervice, we will hot sChedule
such a service solely for the purpose of Bar/Bat Mitzvah. The Same is true for other
days of the week (Mondays or Thursdays) oh which a child might traditionally Celebrate
becoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

A Note on Transliteration: In some congregations B’nei Mitzvah students read
transliterated texts (Hebrew texts writteh with English letters) during their Ceremony.
While we feel that transliteration may be a Valuable tool for mahy worshippers, its use
during the ceremony by our students is hot in Keeping with the ideals of our tradition,
or with the goals of our Educational program. AsS such, B’nei Mitzvah students may hot
use transliterated texts while they are leading services. Any Hebrew that they read
during their ceremony must be read in Hebrew.

While we dont expect that you Will invite the entire congregation to any Celebration you might be
having, we do strongly encourage that you invite ALL Of your child’s Classmates and teachers. Not
only is this the Jewish thing to do, it also helps to foster and Create a true sense of community within
our B’nei Mitzvah Program. [et us bear ih mind, recoghizing and understanding the importance of the
Jewish Community, and the role that that concept has had ih our history, is ah avowed goal of the
B’nei Mitzvah Program. e will be happy to provide you with a list of students who will be Celebrating
a Bar or Bat Mitzvah during the same Calendar year as your child. However, sinCe we are very Careful



at how we release mailing information, this list will only be released with the conhsent of the individual
families involved.

The Rabbi and Cantor will coordinate the service, which each student Wwill read, ahd the music, which
will be sung. While each child, ahd each service is uhique, the selections will hot differ significantly
from ceremony to ceremony.

Kippah and Talit: e ask that our young meh and womenh wear both a Aippah (SKull Cap or
yarmulke and a Talit (prayer shawl) during their B’nei Mitzvah ceremony. These are important
Symbols Of our faith, ahd part of the B’nei Mitzvah program is to learh about their proper use.
The Rabbi Can provide suggestions as to where these Cah be purchased, or provide ‘loaners’ if
necessary.

Honors: There are a Variety of honors that a family may bestow upon their loved ones during a
B’hei Mitzvah ceremony. These may include, but are not limited to: /ot t0 the Torah,
Passing the Torah, Holding/Dressing the Torah, QOpehing or closing the Ark, and Reading
selected prayers. The Rabbi will be able to provide more guidanCe and advice on what honhors
are available, and how they might be distributed. Your family will have the same humber of
honors to distribute whether your child will be celebrating their Bar/Bat Mitzvah Solo, or
twined with ahother student.

A Note on Interfaith Families: Tt is a reality that many families within our congregation
come from households that represent more thah one faith. Although there is an
understanding that childreh who are enrolled in our school and B’nei Mitzvah program
are being raised exclusively as Jews, we welcome both parents, and all members of a
Family to join in a child’s B’nei Mitzvah Celebration, regardless of their faith or family of
origin. That being said, however, such partiCipation must be theologiCally appropriate.

What does ‘theologicCally appropriate’ mean? It is hot appropriate for 3 hon-Jew to recite
a blessing that says, ‘Barurh Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melekh Haolam, Asher Kiashanu...”
(Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the {Jniverse, who has commanded us...).
Why is this hot appropriate? A nhon-Jew does not accept Commandedness in the way in
which a Jew does. [Moreover, it iS hot appropriate for a hon-Jew to hold the Torah, or
t0 partiCipate in its dressing/undressing. Why? These are partiCularly saCred objects to
the Jewish people, which hon-Jews do nhot have the same connectioh to, hor reverence
for.



Examples of what would be appropriate: If a parent would like to read a selection of
sCripture from the Hebrew Bible (sometimes referred to as the QOld Testament), or if a
parent would like to offer a blessing from their own traditioh (with appropriate
wording), they may. The Rabbi will work with families who have questions regarding this
poliCy, or would like to come up with more ways in which non-Jewish family members
might be involved ih the Ceremony.

Onegy/Kiddush/Fiowers: Families who are celebrating @ B’nei Mitzvah ih our congregation host
the Oheg Shabbat on Friday Night and Kiddush (light reception) after services on Saturday.
Moreover, those families also sponsor the flowers for the Bema for those services.
Arrangements for the Oneg, Kiddush, and flowers are made with the Temple Office. Members
Of your family will be invited to partiCipate during the Candle Lighting and Kiddush during the
Shabbat Evening Service the night before your child’s B’hei Mitzvah ceremony.

Dress: e ask that young men and women dress appropriately for their Bat/Bat Mitzvah
service, as they Will be leading the congregation in worship. FOr youhg menh we request they
wear a Coat and tie. FOr young women, we request they wear a dress, suit, Or pantsuit, which is
heither inappropriately short, hor overly ostentatious. e require that any family or guests who
will be partiCipating in the Ceremony follow these same guidelines. NO bare shoulders or
‘Spaghetti straps.’

Candy: A |ong-standing custom common among Sephardic Jews (those from North Africa ahd
the [evant) is to throw Candy at a Bar Mitzvah boy following his Aliyah to the Torah, as a sign
Of sweetnhess and celebratioh. [Mahy congregations in the (Jhited States have begun to imitate
this custom. However, what was ohce a joyous sweet custom has become anh excuse for some
service attendees to attempt tO ‘peg’ the B’nei Mitzvah, their families, or the cClergy. In
addition, the proliferation of Candy has led some to believe that eating within the sanctuary is
appropriate. Mahy congregations have reported damage done to their Bema, Rjtual Objects,
injuries, and, in at |east one instance, a lawsuit. Given these concerns, and unhderstanding that
this behavior detraCts from the sacred atmosphere of worship, the throwing of Cahdy during
B’nei Mitzvah ceremonies will hot be permitted.

Photography and Video: 1t is natural ahd understandable that You may wanht tO Capture this

specCial day with pictures and/or videotape. While we recognize this, we ask that it be done in a
way that is least disruptive t0 the sanctity and spirit of worship. We ask that there be no
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photography during the service itself. Please convey this request to your family and guests, as
well as to any professionals that you may hire for the day. If you would like to take pictures in
the sanctuary anhd oh the Bema, the building will be available as of 9:00 AM the morhing of your
Child’s B’hei Mitzvah, or You may take piCtures after the service has concCluded. If your child is
paired with another student, both families will be given time onh Saturday Morhing to take
pictures.

You are welcome to utilize the services of a videographer, provided that person sets up his/her

equipment anhd sets it ruhnhing prior t0 the beginhing of services, ahd does not actively ‘Filty’
during the service itself. Again, this policy is intended to preserve the sanctity of worship.
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B’nei Mitzvah Requirements:

In as much as a young mah Or womah attains a hew Status when they become a B’nei Mitzvah, they also
have specCifiC requirements that are placed upoh them. It is important to emphasize, however, that
both they and their family must work together to realize these obligations. BY doing the ‘work’ of B’hei
Mitzvah together, your family will Srow closer ahd come to a fuller understanding of the milestone
that you all have reached.

Religious School Attendance: While it is true that the foCcus of a student’s work in religious
school will shift to their upcoming B'nei Mitzvah during the months immediately preceding their
service, students must maintain regular attendancCe and partiCipation in their religious school
Class. Each student must be enrolled for the full year in our religious sChool during the year in
which their B’nei Mitzvah will occur. This is true even if a child has entered 8™ Grade at the
time Of their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Inh addition, we also require their continued attendance gfter
their Ceremony through the completion of the sChool year. There is an expectation that each
and every one of our B’hei Mitzvah Students Will continue their religious education to
Confirmation in 10th Grade.

A Note on Day Schools: Students, who are Currently enrolled in Day School Programs,
or other Jewish Primary Education Programs, do not heed to be enrolled inh our
Religious School. They must, however, still be enrolled ih the Cantor’s Trope Class, our
tutoring program, and are responsible for all appliCable fees.

service Attendance: Prior to the ceremony, it is essential that students and their families
attend services! Without a proper familiarity with the flow of worship, and the way in which
services are conducted ih our congregation, students and their parents will hot unhderstand
what is expected of them. We require that students, and their families attend at least 12
services during the six months leading up to their B’nei Mitzvah Ccelebration. These may include
special holiday worship services and Intergenerational Shabbatot, but must inClude at least 3
Shabbat Mornhing Services with a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Appropriate measures will be put in place
t0 enhsure ahd record compliahCe with this requirement.

Mitzvah Praject: Students are expected to perfortn some sort of Mitzvah project during the
year preceding their becoming a B’hei Mitzvah. This project may be something sitmple, such as
raising and donating money to a homeless shelter, or may be more elaborate. WWhatever the
student chooses to do, the project should be tailored to his or her own interests and concerns.
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The student should be prepared to speak about this project during their B’nei Mitzvah speech.
The Rabbi is available for consultation on the Mitzvah Project, and must okay all projects.
Students should begin their projects ho later thah ¢ months prior to their service.

Dues and Fees: Tt is understood anhd expected that your family will be current and up to date
with all Temple bills before tutoring will begin. Such bills inClude, but are not limited to:
Membership Dues, Religious School Fees, and B’hei Mitzvah Fees. If your family has previously
worked out a payment plah with the congregation, you must be Current with that plah. If
paying said bills represents a hardship to you Or your family, Or You are not sure of how much
you owe, please contacCt the Temple Admihistrator or our Treasurer ASAP. Please do not
leave this detail until the last minute.

A Note on Finances: MAKE SURE THAT ANY UNRESOLVED ISSUES ARE
TAKEN CARE OF PROMPTLY. AS FAILURE TO BE CURRENT IN YOUR
FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS MAY RESULT IN YOUR CHILD AOT BEING
CALLED TO THE TORAH WHEN SCHEDULED.

Jshering: A custom ih our congregation is that the families take over the ushering
responsibilities for one another. Specifically, the family who will be celebrating the next B’nei
Mitzvah is invited to usher for the family immediately preceding them. This helps to foster a
cohesiveness and connection between families, and enables a family to see firsthand exactly
how a B’nei Mitzvah ceremony is conducted. Please be Certain to make arrahgements how to
ensure that you Will be available to perform this manhdatory requirement.

Ih addition, we expect that B’hei Mitzvah and their families Will help with ushering during the

High Holidays. Your hames will be submitted to the High Holiday Committee and you will be
contacted about partiCipating.
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come Final Notes:

The issue of proper attitude Canhnhot be stressed enough. There is a taCit understanding of reCiprocCal
responsibility between families, students, and the congregation. e endeavor to educate students and
provide them with an environment in which their Judaism may grow and flourish. In return, we expect
that each child and their family will live up to any and all responsibilities. AsS stated above, this
includes financCial obligations, but more thah that, includes less tangible moral and ethicCal obligations
as well.

That being said, should there ever be anh instance where a Bar/Bat Mitzvah student displays grossly
inappropriate behavior, or repeated|ly demonstrates a gross disregard for Temple Staff, Officers, or
other authority figures, or repeatedly £ails to live up to their requirements, that student’s privilege of
Celebrating their Bar/Bat Mitzvah ih the syhagogue will be revoked. In addition, should a parent fail to
enhsure that their Child live up to their obligations ahd requirements, or demonstrate a Similar disregard
for Temple Staff, Officers, Or other authority figures, their child’s privilege will be revoked.

As Clearly stated in the openhing section of this handbook, the status Oof B’nei Mitzvah is hot
predicated onh partiCipation in a Ceremony, or having any SpecifiC rites performed oh onhe’s behalf, and,
as such, this revocation does nhot pose ahy religious disability. Inh as much as the celebration of
becoming a B’hei Mitzvah withih a synagogue is ah honor bestowed by the congregation upoh a young
person and their family, ahd is hot an inalienable right, such action is well within the rights ahd purview
Of the congregation. This penalty will hot be applied Capriciously, and will only be used in the most
extreme Of Circumstances. In such instances where such actioh becomes hecessary, onhe oral and one
written warhing will be issued to the family and the student, before any action is taken. Should such
action become necessary, it will only be done with the consultation, and approval, of the Temple
Board.

GO, there you have it. All you ever wanted to know about the B’nei Mitzvah process in a nutshell.
Hopefully, this handbook will serve to ahswer ahy questions you may have, and will be useful as you
wade through the excCiting waters of the coming year. Ghould you have anhy further questions or
concerns, once again, do not hesitate to contaCt either the Rabbi, Education Director, or Vice
President in Charge of Education. We are filled with antiCipation for this wonderfully joyous event,

and look forward to Celebrating many S7mAhHas with you and your family.
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Appendix 1

Prayer Checklist:

This document provides an outline regarding which prayers students Will be responsible for during their
service. Tt Will be useful to refer to this while You are preparing for your ceremony. TRemember,
however, this list is not all-inclusive. Each student will be encouraged to live up to his or her full

potential. The pages listed Correspond to pages in our prayerbook, G47ES OF PRAYER

TRequired Prayers:

Prayer Page Check when Complete
Tallit 282
La’asok B’divrei 28¢
Nisim B’chol Yom 286
Barekhu 301
Yotzer 301
Shema 303
Ve’ahavta 303
Ayvot 306
Gevurot 307
Havu Godel 417
Barukh Shenatah 418
Shema Ekhad 418
Gadlu 418

Torah Blessing #1 419
Torah Blessing #2 419
Haftarah Blessing #1 420
Haftarah Blessing #2 420
Kiddush 719
Motzei 722

Torah Portion
Haftarah Portion
Student’s Speech

Optional Prayers:

Prayer Page Check when Complete
Asher Yatzar 28¢
Chatzi Kaddish 300

Ahavah Rabbah 302
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Appendix 11

B’nei Mitzvah Timeline:

This Timeline should assist you in unhderstanding what events need to take plaCe wheh in the months

ahd weeks ahead of your child’s B’hei Mitzvah celebration. Dates are approximates.

I B’nei Mitzvah Dates are Assighed 2 Years in Advance
I Parent Meeting is held regarding program 1Year in Advance
I Family must be Current with all Temple Fees,

Or Current with an approved plan 1 Year in Advance
I Student Starts with Cantor 5-6 Months in Advance
I gtudents Must Beginh Mitzvah Project ¢ Months in Advance
I Family Makes Arrangements for Oneg/Kiddush/Flowers 2 Months in Advance
I Student and family meet with Rabbi 6 Weeks in Advance
I Student Must Complete Service Attendance Requirement 4 Weeks in Advance
I Student Practices in Sanctuary with Cantor 2-3 Weeks in Advance
I Family Ushers at Preceding B’nei Mitzvah Varies
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Appendix 111

FAQS:

Must a Jew have a B’nei Mitzvah?
Curiously enough, the anhswer is no. The status of B’nei Mitzvah (lit. Son/Daughter of the
Commandments) is ah automatiC onhe, whicCh is bestowed when one reaches 13 years of age. The
Celebrating of a B’nei Mitzvah in a congregation is ah honhor extended by @ Congregatioh upoh a

young person. (See page 3)

How mahy services must my child attend prior to their B’nei Mitzvah?
We require that our young people and their families attend 12 services during the 6 months
leading up to their B’nei Mitzvah ceremony. These may include any worship service, but at least

3 must be Saturday Morning Services with a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. (See page 13)

Must my child be enrolled in Religious School?
Yes. The Education Committee with the full support of the Temple Board mandates that a
young person must be enrolled in our religious sChool during the year of their B’hei Mitzvah
ceremony. This is true even if the child will be in 8" Grade during the year they Ccelebrate their
Bar/Bat Mitzvah. [Moreover, they must also maintain a good attendance record. If your child
is currently enrolled in @ day sChool, or other Jewish primary sChool, this requirement is waived.
Your child must be enrolled in the tutoring program, however, and you are responsible for any

payments. (See page 13)

How many years of educatioh must my child have before partiCipating ih a B’nei Mitzvah service?
A student must have had 3 years of Religious Education before they are given the honor of
Celebrating their B’hei Mitzvah. They heed not have spent all that time in our school, but in an
equivalent institution. During their B’nei Mitzvah year however, the child must be enrolled in

our school, and their family must be members in good stanhding Of our congregation.

When are B’nei Mitzvah Celebrated? May we Celebrate onhe oh Saturday Afternoon?
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B’hei Mitzvah ceremonies in our Temple take place during a regularly scheduled Shabbat
Morning service. Qur worship begins promptly at 10:30 AM. We do not have B’hei Mitzvah

services which take place onh Saturday Afternoons, or on other days. (See pages 6 anhd 9)

Is there anything that could Cause a B’hei Mitzvah to be postponhed Or Canceled?
Unfortunately, Yes. If a family is delinguent in their dues, or other financial obligations to the
Temple, or if they fail to adhere to mutually agreed upoh payment plans, a child from that
family will hot be Called to the Torah when scheduled. Ih addition, should a Child fail to live up
t0 their obligations, or should they or their family display gross disregard for Temple Staff, its
Officers, or show other types Of inappropriate behavior, their B’nei Mitzvah may be Similarly

postponed, or Canhceled outright. (See pages 1¢4-15)

Must my family host an Oneg Shabbat the night before my child’s B’hei Mitzvah? Are we expected
€0 host a reception for the entire congregation following the ceremony? What about flowers for the
Bema?
Yes, you are expected to host the Oneg the Friday Night before your Child’s B’nei Mitzvah. In
addition, you must provide a light Kiddush following services on Saturday. This is true even if
your family is leaving “immediately after services.” (See page 11) Arrahgements for these things,

as well as for flowers for the Bema are handled through the office.

What prayers are Childreh expected to khow for their B’nei Mitzvah?
An expansive list of the required anhd optional prayers for our B’hei Mitzvah students, are

inCluded in Appendix ]. (See page 16)

What is my child’s Torah portion? May I choose one or ahother?
Assignment of Torah portions is dependent upon the date on which your child will celebrate
their B’nei Mitzvah. Ih as much as these dates are set roughly 2 years in advance, your child’s

Torah portion has already been determined. (See page 7)

-18-



What exactly does a service consist of? What honors may we bestow upon family and friends?

A descCription Of the service, and a list Of what types of honors are aVailable, begins on page 10.

Must my child wear a Kippah (yarmuilke) and talit (tallis)?
Yes. We require our students to wear both Kippah (Yarmulke) and talit during their B’nei
Mitzvah services. Qne component Of |earning about Judaistm is to gain a proper understanding
Oof Jewish ritual objects, ahd to be conversant in their correCt use. The congregation Cah

provide ‘loaners’ if a family is unhable, or uninterested, in purchasing these items. (See page 10)

1 have non-Jewish family members. Are they able to partiCipate in my child’s B’hei Mitzvah service?
By all means, yes. We welcome all members of a Child’s family who wish to partiCipate in the
B’nei Mitzvah ceremony. We do request that these honors be given out in theologically
appropriate ways. If a family member would like to offer a prayer from their own faith, they are

welcome to do so, provided the Rabbi approves of the wording. (See page 10)

May pictures be takeh during the ceremony?
You are welcome to take piCtures prior t0 the Ceremony, or after its conclusion. e request
that you, your family and friends, Or any professionals You engage for the event, do not take
pictures during the Ceremony itself, as doing so detraCts from the sancCtity of worship. If you
would like to invite a professional or friend to videotape the ceremony, they are welCome to do
so. However, ahy equipment must be set up in the baCk of the sanctuary prior to the Start of

the ceremony, and no active ‘Filming’ may be done during worship. (See page 12)
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