
  

When you saw a list in the September News and Views of the first twelve Legacy Society Members, did 

you wonder what it was all about? Of course you did. So, let me tell you a little about it. It is a way that 

we can ensure that our Temple Shaarei Shalom continues being the community that it is now. We may 

have each joined the Temple for different reasons and we continue belonging for different reasons, but the 

one constant is that we like it here and we are staying here. And, we very much want to know that this 

“Temple Home” will continue to be here for us and others for a very long time. 

You will be seeing short stories about the people who are committing to the Legacy Society in this space 

in this and future issues of the News and Views. Our first story is about Phyllis and Alan Ross. They 

moved to Boynton Beach from Pittsburgh, PA in 2011 after retiring and deciding to live here full time 

instead of visiting a few times a year. When they had short stays here, they had occasionally come to 

services at TSS, They enjoyed the service, found the people friendly, and the Rabbi and Saturday morning 

Torah Study clinched it. They knew just where they wanted to join when the time came to live in Florida. 

Alan and Phyllis had both been active at their Temple in Pittsburgh, Alan served on the Board and rose 

through the ranks to become the Board President. Phyllis served on committees and was already to help. 

Their son was part of the religious school, had his Bar Mitzvah and Confirmation there and also was 

active in the youth groups. They decided to include their Temple in their Will to help ensure its legacy to 

future members. 

Many of you know Phyllis and Alan by sight, even if not by name. Phyllis chaired the High Holiday 

Volunteers for the B services for three years. She is also on the Sisterhood Board for the past five years. 

Alan is active in the Brotherhood and is on our Temple Board. They felt part of TSS from the time they 

joined. Both the people and the staff were friendly and made them feel welcome.  After a while they 

thought about the differences between the larger, more endowed Temple they had belonged to in 

Pittsburgh and Temple Shaarei Shalom and they made a big decision. They decided TSS was where they 

wanted to leave their money; that it was needed here and would help this congregation more than it would 

the Pittsburgh Temple. So they changed their Will to include Temple Shaarei Shalom as part of their 

legacy. Thank you Phyllis and Alan Ross for being one of our first Legacy Society members. 

  

 


