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God spoke to Moses, saying, “On the First Day of the First Month shall you set up
the Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting. You shall put in it the Ark of the Pact, and
cover the Ark with the veil. You shall bring in the table, and set in order the
things that are to be set in order upon it; and you shall bring in the lampstand, and
light its lamps. You shall set the altar of gold for the incense before the Ark of the
Covenant, and put the screen of the door to the Tabernacle. You shall set the altar
of the burnt offering before the door of the Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting.
You shall set the laver between the tent of the congregation and the altar, and shall
put water in it. Finally, you shall set up the court around it, and hang up the

screen at the court gate.”

Commentary of Gersonides (Rabbi Levi ben Gershom 1288-1344):
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2. On the First Day of the First Month. It is clear that Nisan is the First Month



from 12:2, “This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be
the first to the months of the year for you.” Nisan makes more sense as the
beginning of the year than does Tishrei, for at that time the sun moves closer to

inhabited areas, plants, and fruits are renewed, and all life rejoices.
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“You shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle, and all that is in it,

and shall consecrate it, and all its utensils; and it shall be holy. You shall anoint

the altar of the burnt offering, and all its utensils, and sanctify the altar; and it

shall be an altar most holy. You shall anoint the laver and its pedestal, and

sanctify it. Then, you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the Tent of

Meeting, and wash them with water. You shall put upon Aaron the sacral vest-

ments, and anoint him, and sanctify him; that Aaron may minister to me in the

priest’s office. You shall bring his sons, and dress them in tunics; and anoint

them, as you anointed their father, that they may minister to me in the priest’s

office; for their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout

their generations.” Thus did Moses; according to all that God commanded him,

so he did.
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It came to pass in the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month,
that the Tabernacle was erected. Moses erected the Tabernacle, and fastened its
sockets, and set up its boards, and put in its bars, and erected its posts. Moses
spread the tent over the tabernacle, and put the covering of the tent above it; just
as God commanded. Moses took and put the Testimony into the Ark, and set the
poles in the Ark, and put the covering over it. He then brought the Ark into the
Tabernacle, and set up the veil of the covering, and covered the Ark of the
Covenant; just as God commanded. Moses then put the table in the Tent of Meet-
ing, upon the side of the Tabernacle northward, outside the veil. Moses set the
bread of display in order upon it before the Eternal One; just as God had com-
manded. He then put the lampstand in the Tent of the Meeting, opposite the table,
on the south side of the Tabernacle. Moses lit the lamps before the Eternal One;
just as God commanded. He then put the golden altar in the Tent of the Meeting

before the veil and burned sweet incense on it; just as God commanded.

Commentary of Nachmanides (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman: 1195?-1270):
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In the First Month of the Second Year, on the First of the Month.



According to our Sages, this verse marks Moses’ fulfillment on the 1st of Nisan of
the commandment given to him in v. 2. But, “Moses set up the Tabernacle”(v. 18)
describes what he did on each of the first Seven Days of the priests’ ordination,
starting with the 23rd of Adar. This passage does not mention the anointing of the
Tabernacle and its furnishing (vv. 9-11), the anointing of Aaron and his sons (vv.
12-15), or the sacrifices of ordination. For Moses did not perform any of these
things until the whole procedure was complete, when he was commanded a
second time, “Take Aaron along with his sons, and the vestments, the anointing
oil, the bull of sin offering, the two rams, and the basket of unleavened bread; and
assemble the whole community at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.”(Lev.
8:2-3)

Commentary of Hizkuni (Rabbi Hizkuni ben Manoah mid-13th Century):
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17. In the First Month of the Second Year. After their departure from Egypt.
According to this count Nisan is the First Month, but for ordinary purposes the

year is understood to begin in Tishrei.

Exodus 40:28-38:

]DWYJW DN w"r'nb TN ﬂ’JW'\ '\JWJ ]'WJ'N'H WTI'IJ ’ﬁm mn
’m’] 1’\017 nX DVJ’] 1’JTN X mn ]DVJ)'JW X WVJ)’J D?’] n»
VJ"] ]DW)’JW 5)} 57?‘(7 nx WWD"I LY PTINY ' NX DY 1PMa NN
D YNNI MY KD N2YRoN oy SNKD NDINTIX
L INDTOY DTANTIN DY 1INDON NTYDTIN 107 %L D
DN 12WANTON MINDTIN KPR [N2YNMN 1INNDY N7920 NN
D NYNTNK MY, MY 1WX2 MTYD NIX DY 19710010 N9 Ny
Yinn Ni9y 1aWnD 77 Yy TV N3 N2WDTAN n 1D
M My WK M A% Dny 1Y 1Y 71V 20 N3l
bl by ]nbvn N2 TYIn bﬁN: NNDNN DY T D NYNTIIN
'IW)’J X ’HT‘ mx WWND '111’ ’Jﬂb II'IJ'\ byn 12 inaxl ]DW)’J'\
WPN 1 1N290 99 TN TR I NIMTNN DY) 13 D
D" ND Y av] D nwn X M’ MY YN 0D Nvp 1Y
12¥n NDg OV N%VD N2 DN, LI 2YNR2 NN9D JPRTIN



M MY WK NDIMDTNNL N2VNTNN vby byn TYINTONN
TN NN N2TAN PN TYIN SN 13 Va0 NN by 5D MYNTNN
DT AN 1) 0N YN 8RR N N TINMY 0
XN NAma- bN DN2IP TN SN bN DX232 25 Dmbn nx
]g\{mz 2D IYNNTNX DR Y D NWn X M MY WKD
3 IMINDADAN YN 5 NN WY TRRTIX NN Damn
MYNRDTIX RIN MM T2 TWIn SINTIR 1N Do T
T2 1N vby 12¥2 TVIN bWN IN Nub nwn 53 Nb1 no
)2 WD 13WnRnD Syn jwn mby—m 1Y 2WnnTN an mn
DI"TY WD KN 1w Ny Nb DN T DnNYoN b::l NI
’J;y? 12 N2 N YR DAY J2Unnthy min 1y 39 ny Andyn

DMYDN 921 SNIWTINH)

Moses set up the screen at the door of the Tabernacle. He put the altar of burnt
offering by the door of the Tabernacle of the Tent of the Meeting, and offered
upon it the burnt offering and the meal offering; just as God commanded. Moses
then set the laver between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water there,
for washing. Moses, and Aaron and his sons, washed their hands and their feet
there. When they went into the Tent of Meeting, and when they came near to the
altar, they washed; just as God commanded. Moses erected the court around the
Tabernacle and the altar, and set up the screen of the court gate. So Moses
finished the work. Then a Cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the Glory of
the Eternal filled the Tabernacle. Moses was not able to enter into the Tent of
Meeting, because the Cloud abode on it, and the Glory of the Eternal filled the
Tabernacle. When the Cloud was taken up from over the Tabernacle, the Children
of Israel went onward in all their journeys, but if the Cloud was not taken up, then
they stayed put until the day that it was taken up. For the Cloud of the Eternal
One was upon the Tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all

the House of Israel, throughout all their journeys.

Commentary of Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo ben Yitzhak: 1040-1105):
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29. On it he offered. Even on the Eighth Day of the priests’ ordination which
was the day on which the Tabernacle was set up, Moses still officiated. He
offered all of the public sacrifices except for those which were commanded
specifically for that very day, which Moses told Aaron to offer. (See Lev. 9:7)
The burnt offering. The regular burnt offering. The meal offering. The regular
meal offering, with its libation. “Now this is what you shall offer upon the altar:
Two yearling lambs each day, regularly.... There shall be a tenth of a measure of
choice flour with a quarter of a hin of beaten oil mixed in, and a libation of a

quarter of a hin of wine for one lamb.”(29:38, 40)

Commentary of Abarbanel (Don Isaac Abarbanel (1437-1508):

34. The cloud covered the Tent of Meeting. This was not a natural cloud
formed from water vapor, but a cloud created ex nihilo by God on the First Day of
Creation—a “Darkness over the surface of the deep,” as Gen. 1:2 calls it. There
are many parallels between the story of creation and that of the Tabernacle. I
have interpreted some of the verses in the story of creation differently in my
commentary to Genesis than I do here, to fit the interpretation to the context, but

there is no contradiction; the Torah has 70 faces.

Commentary of Hizkuni:
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34. The cloud covered the Tent of Meeting. Immediately, to show the Holy

One’s love for Israel.

Commentary of Gersonides:

Why is there so much unnecessary repetition in this story, and indeed in many of
the stories of the Torah? No explanation has been found that is sufficient to cover
every example. It may be that it was the custom in those days to have a great deal
of reptation in stories, and the prophet spoke according to this custom. But
perhaps the Torah is so long-winded in these many harmless places to show us

that when it is brief in profound places that is not simply a matter of style. We are



thus awakened to the necessity of seeking the reason for the Torah’s brevity in
these profound places, which we must attribute to the nature of the subjects
discussed in them. In such places every aspect of the text must be examined in
order to discover their true meaning. In the case of the Tabernacle, however, the
repetition is so extraordinary that each of its detail must have its own particular

meaning.






