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Saturday Morning Torah Study

Shabbat March 16, 2024

(Plaut  pp. 670-72)

Exodus 40:1-8:

לחַֹ֑דֶשׁ בְּאחֶָ֣ד הרִָאשׁוֹ֖ן בְּיוֹם־החַֹ֥דֶשׁ ב לֵּאמרֹ: אֶל־מֹשׁהֶ֥ יהְוֹהָ֖ וַיְדַבּרֵ֥ א
וסְכַּתָֹ֥ העֵָדוּ֑ת ארֲוֹ֣ן אתֵ֖ שׁםָ֔ וְשׂמַתְָ֣ ג מוֹעֵד: אהֶֹ֥ל אתֶ־מִשׁכְּןַ֖ תָקִ֕ים
אתֶ־ערֶכְּוֹ֑ ועְרָכַתְָ֖ אתֶ־הַשֻּׁלחְןָ֔ והְֵבֵאתָ֙ ד אתֶ־הַפּרָכֹתֶ: עַל־הָארָןֹ֖
הַזּהָָב֙ אתֶ־מִזְבּחַ֤ וְנתָתַהָ֞ ה : אתֶ־נרֵתֶֹיהָ והְעֲַלֵיתָ֖ אתֶ־המְַּנרֹהָ֔ והְֵבֵאתָ֙
וְנתָ֣תַהָ֔ ו למִַּשׁכְּןָ: הַפּתֶ֖חַ אתֶ־מסָךְַ֥ וְשׂמַתְָ֛ העֵָדתֻ֑ ארֲוֹ֣ן לִפְנֵ֖י לִקְטרֹ֔תֶ
אתֶ־הכִַּיּרֹ֔ וְנתָתַָ֙ ז אהֶֹל־מוֹעֵד: מִשׁכְּןַ֥ פּתֶ֖חַ לִפְנֵ֕י העָֹלהָ֑ מִזְבּחַ֣ אתֵ֖
סָבִ֑יב אתֶ־החֶצָרֵ֖ וְשׂמַתְָ֥ ח מָיםִ: שׁםָ֖ וְנתָתַָ֥ המִַּזְבּחֵַ֑ וּבֵ֣ין מוֹעֵ֖ד בֵּין־אהֶֹ֥ל

וְנתָ֣תַָ֔ אתֶ־מסָךְַ֖ שׁעַ֥רַ החֶצָרֵ:
God spoke to Moses, saying, “On the First Day of the First Month shall you set up
the Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting. You shall put in it the Ark of the Pact, and
cover the Ark with the veil. You shall bring in the table, and set in order the
things that are to be set in order upon it; and you shall bring in the lampstand, and
light its lamps. You shall set the altar of gold for the incense before the Ark of the
Covenant, and put the screen of the door to the Tabernacle. You shall set the altar
of the burnt offering before the door of the Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting.
You shall set the laver between the tent of the congregation and the altar, and shall
put water in it. Finally, you shall set up the court around it, and hang up the
screen at the court gate.”

Commentary of Gersonides (Rabbi Levi ben Gershom 1288-1344):

זההנה.מועדאהלמשכןאתהמשכןתקיםלחדשבאחד'הראשוהחדשביום
פרעהאלבאבפרשתשהתבארכמוהראשוןהואכיניסןחדשהואהחדש
ראשלהיותראוייותרהואכיהמשכןלמלאכתהשנהראשהחדשזההיה'ואמנ
והפירותהצמחיםויתחדשוהשמשהישובאליתקרבאזכימתשריהשנה

:החיים וישמחו

2. On the First Day of the First Month. It is clear that Nisan is the First Month



from 12:2, “This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be
the first to the months of the year for you.” Nisan makes more sense as the
beginning of the year than does Tishrei, for at that time the sun moves closer to
inhabited areas, plants, and fruits are renewed, and all life rejoices.

Exodus 40:9-16:
וְאתֶ־כָּל־אֲשׁרֶ־בּוֹ֑ אתֶ־המִַּשׁכְּןָ֖ וּמָשׁחַתְָ֥ המִַּשׁחְהָ֔ אתֶ־שׁמֶ֣ןֶ וְלָקחַתְָ֙ ט
העָֹלהָ֖ אתֶ־מִזְבּחַ֥ וּמָשׁחַתְָ֛ י קֹדֶשׁ: והְָ֥יהָ וְאתֶ־כָּל־כֵּלָ֖יו אתֹוֹ֛ וְקִדַּשׁתְָ֥
קָדָשִׁים: קֹ֥דֶשׁ המִַּזְבּחֵַ֖ והְָיהָ֥ אתֶ־המִַּזְבּחֵַ֔ וְקִדַּשׁתְָ֙ וְאתֶ־כָּל־כֵּלָ֑יו
אתֶ־אהַרֲןֹ֙ והְִקרְַבתְָ֤ יב אתֹוֹ: וְקִדַּשׁתְָ֖ וְאתֶ־כַּנּוֹ֑ אתֶ־הכִַּיּרֹ֖ וּמָשׁחַתְָ֥ יא
והְִלְבַּשׁתְָ֙ יג בּמַָּיםִ: אתֹםָ֖ ורְחָצַתְָ֥ מוֹעֵ֑ד אהֶֹ֣ל אֶל־פּתֶ֖חַ וְאתֶ־בָּנָ֔יו
לִי: וכְהִןֵ֥ אתֹוֹ֖ וְקִדַּשׁתְָ֥ אתֹוֹ֛ וּמָשׁחַתְָ֥ הַקֹּ֑דֶשׁ בִּגְדֵ֣י אתֵ֖ אתֶ־אהַ֣רֲןֹ֔
כַּאֲשׁרֶ֤ אתֹםָ֗ וּמָשׁחַתְָ֣ טו כּתֳֻנתֹ: אתֹםָ֖ והְִלְבַּשׁתְָ֥ תַקרְִ֑יב וְאתֶ־בָּנָ֖יו יד
לכִהְֻנּתַ֥ מָשׁחְתָםָ֛ להָםֶ֧ להְִיתֹ֨ והְָ֠יתְהָ֠ לִ֑י וכְהֲִנוּ֖ אתֶ־אֲבִיהםֶ֔ מָשׁחַ֨תְָ֙

עוֹלםָ֖ לְדרֹתֹםָ: טז וַיּעַַ֖שׂ מֹשׁהֶ֑ כּכְֹ֠֠ל אֲשׁרֶ֨ צוִּהָ֧ יהְוֹהָ֛ אתֹוֹ֖ כּןֵ֥ עָשׂהָ: 
“You shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle, and all that is in it,
and shall consecrate it, and all its utensils; and it shall be holy. You shall anoint
the altar of the burnt offering, and all its utensils, and sanctify the altar; and it
shall be an altar most holy. You shall anoint the laver and its pedestal, and
sanctify it. Then, you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the Tent of
Meeting, and wash them with water. You shall put upon Aaron the sacral vest-
ments, and anoint him, and sanctify him; that Aaron may minister to me in the
priest’s office. You shall bring his sons, and dress them in tunics; and anoint
them, as you anointed their father, that they may minister to me in the priest’s
office; for their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout
their generations.” Thus did Moses; according to all that God commanded him,
so he did.

Exodus 40:17-27:
שִׁבעְתַ֨ תִשׁמְרֹ֒ המַּצַּוֹת֘ אתֶ־חַ֣ג יח : תעֲַשׂהֶ־לּךְָ לֹ֥א מסַּכֵהָ֖ אֱלהֵֹ֥י יז
הָאָבִ֔יב בּחְֹ֣דֶשׁ כִּ֚י הָאָבִ֑יב חֹ֣דֶשׁ למְוֹעֵ֖ד צוִִּיתךִָ֔ אֲשׁרֶ֣ מצַּוֹת֙ תֹאכַ֤ל ימִָ֜ים
וָשׂהֶ: שׁוֹ֥ר פֶּ֖טרֶ תִזּכָרָ֔ וכְָל־מִקְנךְָ֙ לִ֑י רחֶ֖םֶ כָּל־פֶּ֥טרֶ יט ממִּצִרְָיםִ: יצָָ֖אתָ
בָּנֶ֨יךָ֙ בּכְוֹ֤ר כֹּ֣ל ועַרֲַפתְוֹ֑ תִפְדּהֶ֖ וְאםִ־לֹ֥א בְשׂהֶ֔ תִפְדּהֶ֣ חמֲוֹר֙ וּפֶ֤טרֶ כ



הַשְּׁבִיעִ֖י וּבַיּוֹ֥ם תעֲַבֹ֔ד ימִָים֙ שֵׁ֤שׁתֶ כא רֵיקםָ: פָנַ֖י וְלֹא־ירֵָאוּ֥ תִפְדּהֶ֔
קצְִ֣יר בּכִּוּרֵ֖י לךְָ֔ תעֲַשׂהֶ֣ שָׁבעֻתֹ֙ וחְַ֤ג כב תִשְׁבּתֹ: וּבַקּצִָ֖יר בּחֶרִָ֥ישׁ תִשְׁבּתֹ֑
ירֵָאהֶ֙ בַּשָּׁנהָ֑ פּעְמִָ֖ים שָׁל֥שׁ כג הַשָּׁנהָ: תְקוּפתַ֖ הָאסִָ֔יף וחְַג֙ חִטִּ֑ים
גּוֹיםִ֙ כִּי־אוֹרִ֤ישׁ כד יִשׂרְָאֵל: אֱלהֵֹ֥י יהְוֹהָ֖ | הָאָדןֹ֥ אתֶ־פְּנֵ֛י כָּל־זכְוּ֣רךְָ֔
לרֵָאוֹת֙ בּעֲַלתֹךְָ֗ אתֶ־ארַצְךְָ֔ אִישׁ֙ וְלֹא־יחַמְֹ֥ד אתֶ־גְּבֻלךֶָ֑ והְרִחְַבתְִ֖י מִפָּנֶ֔יךָ
עַל־חמָץֵ֖ לֹא־תִשׁחְַ֥ט כה בַּשָּׁנהָ: פּעְמִָ֖ים שָׁל֥שׁ אֱלהֶֹ֔יךָ יהְוֹהָ֣ אתֶ־פְּנֵי֙
אַדמְתָ֣ךְָ֔ בּכִּוּרֵי֙ רֵאשִׁ֗ית כו הַפּסָחַ: חַ֥ג זֶ֖בחַ לַבֹּ֔קרֶ וְלֹא־יָלִ֣ין דּםַ־זִבחְִ֑י
יהְוֹהָ֙ וַיֹּ֤אמרֶ כז אמִּוֹ: בּחֲַלֵ֥ב גְּדִ֖י לֹא־תְבַשֵּׁ֥ל אֱלהֶֹ֑יךָ יהְוֹהָ֣ בֵּ֖ית תָבִ֕יא
הָאֵ֗לּהֶ הַדְּברִָ֣ים | עַל־פִּ֣י כִּ֞י הָאֵ֑לּהֶ אתֶ־הַדְּברִָ֣ים כּתְָב־לךְָ֖ אֶל־מֹשׁהֶ֔

כּרָתִַ֧י אתִךְָ֛ בּרְִ֖ית וְאתֶ־יִשׂרְָאֵל: 
It came to pass in the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month,
that the Tabernacle was erected. Moses erected the Tabernacle, and fastened its
sockets, and set up its boards, and put in its bars, and erected its posts. Moses
spread the tent over the tabernacle, and put the covering of the tent above it; just
as God commanded. Moses took and put the Testimony into the Ark, and set the
poles in the Ark, and put the covering over it. He then brought the Ark into the
Tabernacle, and set up the veil of the covering, and covered the Ark of the
Covenant; just as God commanded. Moses then put the table in the Tent of Meet-
ing, upon the side of the Tabernacle northward, outside the veil. Moses set the
bread of display in order upon it before the Eternal One; just as God had com-
manded. He then put the lampstand in the Tent of the Meeting, opposite the table,
on the south side of the Tabernacle. Moses lit the lamps before the Eternal One;
just as God commanded. He then put the golden altar in the Tent of the Meeting
before the veil and burned sweet incense on it; just as God commanded.

Commentary of Nachmanides (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman: 1195?-1270):

שהוקםהכתובהזכיררבותינודעתעללחודשבאחדהראשוןבחדשויהי
ויקםואמרו).ב׳:מ׳שמות(צוהכאשרהראשוןלחודשבאחדכןלעמודהמשכן
היוםמןאותובהקימושעשהמהלספר),י״ח:מ׳שמות(המשכןאתמשה

וכליוהמשכןמשיחתבכאןהזכירולא.באדרג"כשהואבושהתחילהראשון
כלשסייםעדאותםעשהלאכי,המלואיםוקרבנותובניואהרןמשיחתולא

ויקרא(צובפרשתשמפורשכמו,אהרןאתקחשניתפעםבהםונצטוהההקמה
):ב ח

17. In the First Month of the Second Year, on the First of the Month.



According to our Sages, this verse marks Moses’ fulfillment on the 1st of Nisan of
the commandment given to him in v. 2. But, “Moses set up the Tabernacle”(v. 18)
describes what he did on each of the first Seven Days of the priests’ ordination,
starting with the 23rd of Adar. This passage does not mention the anointing of the
Tabernacle and its furnishing (vv. 9-11), the anointing of Aaron and his sons (vv.
12-15), or the sacrifices of ordination. For Moses did not perform any of these
things until the whole procedure was complete, when he was commanded a
second time, “Take Aaron along with his sons, and the vestments, the anointing
oil, the bull of sin offering, the two rams, and the basket of unleavened bread; and
assemble the whole community at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.”(Lev.
8:2-3)

Commentary of Hizkuni (Rabbi Hizkuni ben Manoah mid-13th Century):
לשנותבעלמאאבלמצריםיציאתלמניןהשניתבשנההראשוןבחדשויהי
.מנינן מתשרי עולם

17. In the First Month of the Second Year. After their departure from Egypt.
According to this count Nisan is the First Month, but for ordinary purposes the
year is understood to begin in Tishrei.

Exodus 40:28-38:
המִַּשׁכְּןָ: הוּקםַ֖ לחַֹ֑דֶשׁ בְּאחֶָ֣ד הַשֵּׁנִ֖ית בַּשָּׁנהָ֥ הרִָאשׁוֹ֛ן בּחַֹ֧דֶשׁ וַיהְִ֞י יז
וַיּתִןֵ֖ אתֶ־קרְָשָׁ֔יו וַיָּ֨שׂםֶ֙ אתֶ־אֲדָנָ֔יו וַיּתִןֵ֙ אתֶ־המִַּשׁכְּןָ֗ מֹשׁהֶ֜ וַיָּ֨קםֶ יח
וַיָּ֜שׂםֶ עַל־המִַּשׁכְּןָ֔ אתֶ־הָאהֶֹ֨ל֙ וַיִּפרְֹ֤שׂ יט אתֶ־עמַּוּדָיו: וַיָּ֖קםֶ אתֶ־בּרְִיחָ֑יו
ס אתֶ־מֹשׁהֶ: יהְוֹהָ֖ צוִּהָ֥ כַּאֲשׁרֶ֛ מִלמְעְָ֑להָ עָלָ֖יו הָאהֶֹ֛ל אתֶ־מכִסְהֵ֥
וַיּתִןֵ֧ עַל־הָארָןֹ֑ אתֶ־הַבַּדִּ֖ים וַיָּ֥שׂםֶ אֶל־הָ֣ארָןֹ֔ אתֶ־העֵָדתֻ֙ וַיּתִןֵ֤ וַיִּקּחַ֞ כ
וַיָּ֗שׂםֶ אֶל־המִַּשׁכְּןָ֒ אתֶ־הָארָןֹ֘ וַיָּבֵ֣א כא מִלמְעְָלהָ: עַל־הָארָןֹ֖ אתֶ־הכַַּפּרֹ֛תֶ
ס אתֶ־מֹשׁהֶ: יהְוֹהָ֖ צוִּהָ֥ כַּאֲשׁרֶ֛ העֵָדוּ֑ת ארֲוֹ֣ן עַ֖ל וַיּסָ֕ךְֶ המַּסָךְָ֔ פּרָכֹ֣תֶ אתֵ֚
מחִוּ֖ץ צָפֹ֑נהָ המִַּשׁכְּןָ֖ ירֶ֥ךְֶ עַ֛ל מוֹעֵ֔ד בְּאהֶֹ֣ל אתֶ־הַשֻּׁלחְןָ֙ וַיּתִןֵ֤ כב
יהְוֹהָ֖ צוִּהָ֥ כַּאֲשׁרֶ֛ יהְוֹהָ֑ לִפְנֵ֣י לחֶ֖םֶ ערֵ֥ךְֶ עָלָ֛יו וַיּעַרֲךְֹ֥ כג לַפּרָכֹתֶ:
ירֶ֥ךְֶ עַ֛ל הַשֻּׁלחְןָ֑ נכֹ֖חַ מוֹעֵ֔ד בְּאהֶֹ֣ל אתֶ־המְַּנרֹהָ֙ וַיָּ֤שׂםֶ כד ס אתֶ־מֹשׁהֶ:
אתֶ־מֹשׁהֶ: יהְוֹהָ֖ צוִּהָ֥ כַּאֲשׁרֶ֛ יהְוֹהָ֑ לִפְנֵ֣י הַנּרֵתֹ֖ וַיּעַַ֥ל כה נֶגְבּהָ: המִַּשׁכְּןָ֖
וַיַּקְטרֵ֥ כז הַפּרָכֹתֶ: לִפְנֵ֖י מוֹעֵ֑ד בְּאהֶֹ֣ל הַזּהָָ֖ב אתֶ־מִזְבּחַ֥ וַיָּ֛שׂםֶ כו ס
וַיָּ֛שׂםֶ כח [שביעי] ס אתֶ־מֹשׁהֶ: יהְוֹהָ֖ צוִּהָ֥ כַּאֲשׁרֶ֛ סמִַּ֑ים קְטרֹ֣תֶ עָלָ֖יו
מִשׁכְּןַ֣ פּתֶ֖חַ שׂםָ֕ העָֹלהָ֔ מִזְבּחַ֣ וְאתֵ֙ כט למִַּשׁכְּןָ: הַפּתֶ֖חַ אתֶ־מסָךְַ֥



יהְוֹהָ֖ צוִּהָ֥ כַּאֲשׁרֶ֛ וְאתֶ־המִַּנחְהָ֔ אתֶ־העָֹלהָ֙ עָלָ֗יו וַיּעַַ֣ל אהֶֹל־מוֹעֵ֑ד
שׁמָּ֛הָ וַיּתִןֵ֥ המִַּזְבּחֵַ֑ וּבֵ֣ין מוֹעֵ֖ד בֵּין־אהֶֹ֥ל אתֶ־הכִַּיּרֹ֔ וַיָּ֨שׂםֶ֙ ל ס אתֶ־מֹשׁהֶ:
אתֶ־יְדֵיהםֶ֖ וּבָנָ֑יו וְאהַרֲןֹ֣ מֹשׁהֶ֖ ממִֶּ֔נּוּ ורְחָצֲוּ֣ לא לרְחָצְהָ: מַ֖יםִ
ירִחְצָ֑וּ אֶל־המִַּזְבּחֵַ֖ וּבְקרְָבתָםָ֛ מוֹעֵ֗ד אֶל־אהֶֹ֣ל בְּבֹאםָ֞ לב וְאתֶ־רַגְלֵיהםֶ:
למִַּשׁכְּןָ֣ סָבִיב֙ אתֶ־החֶצָרֵ֗ וַיָּ֣קםֶ לג ס אתֶ־מֹשׁהֶ: יהְוֹהָ֖ צוִּהָ֥ כַּאֲשׁרֶ֛
פ אתֶ־המְַּלָאכהָ: מֹשׁהֶ֖ וַיכְַ֥ל החֶצָרֵ֑ שׁעַ֣רַ אתֶ־מסָךְַ֖ וַיּתִןֵ֕ וְלמִַּזְבּחֵַ֔
אתֶ־המִַּשׁכְּןָ: מָלֵ֖א יהְוֹהָ֔ וּכְבוֹ֣ד מוֹעֵ֑ד אתֶ־אהֶֹ֣ל העֶָנןָ֖ וַיכְסַ֥ לד
וּכְבוֹ֣ד העֶָנןָ֑ עָלָ֖יו כִּי־שׁכָןַ֥ מוֹעֵ֔ד אֶל־אהֶֹ֣ל לָבוֹא֙ מֹשׁהֶ֗ וְלֹא־יכָֹ֣ל לה
בְּנֵ֣י יסִעְוּ֖ המִַּשׁכְּןָ֔ מעֵַ֣ל העֶָנןָ֙ וּבהְעֵָלוֹ֤ת לו אתֶ־המִַּשׁכְּןָ: מָלֵ֖א יהְוֹהָ֔
עַד־יוֹ֖ם יסִעְוּ֔ וְלֹ֣א העֶָנןָ֑ יעֵָלהֶ֖ וְאםִ־לֹ֥א לז מסַעְֵיהםֶ: בּכְֹ֖ל יִשׂרְָאֵ֑ל
לעְֵינֵ֥י בּוֹ֑ לַ֖יְלהָ תהְִיהֶ֥ וְאֵ֕שׁ יוֹמםָ֔ עַל־המִַּשׁכְּןָ֙ יהְוֹהָ֤ עֲנןַ֨ כִּי֩ לח העֵָלתֹוֹ:

כָל־בֵּית־יִשׂרְָאֵ֖ל בּכְָל־מסַעְֵיהםֶ: 
Moses set up the screen at the door of the Tabernacle. He put the altar of burnt
offering by the door of the Tabernacle of the Tent of the Meeting, and offered
upon it the burnt offering and the meal offering; just as God commanded. Moses
then set the laver between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water there,
for washing. Moses, and Aaron and his sons, washed their hands and their feet
there. When they went into the Tent of Meeting, and when they came near to the
altar, they washed; just as God commanded. Moses erected the court around the
Tabernacle and the altar, and set up the screen of the court gate. So Moses
finished the work. Then a Cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the Glory of
the Eternal filled the Tabernacle. Moses was not able to enter into the Tent of
Meeting, because the Cloud abode on it, and the Glory of the Eternal filled the
Tabernacle. When the Cloud was taken up from over the Tabernacle, the Children
of Israel went onward in all their journeys, but if the Cloud was not taken up, then
they stayed put until the day that it was taken up. For the Cloud of the Eternal
One was upon the Tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all
the House of Israel, throughout all their journeys.

Commentary of Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo ben Yitzhak: 1040-1105):

מֹשֶׁהשִׁמֵשׁ,הַמִשְׁכָןהֲקָמַתיוֹםשֶׁהוּא,לַמִלּוּאִיםהַשְׁמִינִיבּיּוֹםאַף'.וגועליוויעל
הַמִזְבֵחַאֶלקְרַבשֶׁנֶאֱמַר,בַיּוֹםבוֹשֶׁנִצְטַוּוּמֵאוֹתָןחוּץ,צִבּוּרקָרְבְנוֹתוְהִקְרִיב
,תָמִידשֶׁלנְסָכִיםמִנְחַת.המנחהואת:הַתָמִידעוֹלַת.העלהת'):טויקרא(וְגוֹמֵר
):ט"כ שמות (וְגוֹמֵר בְשֶׁמֶן בָלוּל סֹלֶת וְעִשָׂרֹן שֶׁנֶאֱמַר כְמוֹ



29. On it he offered. Even on the Eighth Day of the priests’ ordination which
was the day on which the Tabernacle was set up, Moses still officiated. He
offered all of the public sacrifices except for those which were commanded
specifically for that very day, which Moses told Aaron to offer. (See Lev. 9:7)
The burnt offering. The regular burnt offering. The meal offering. The regular
meal offering, with its libation. “Now this is what you shall offer upon the altar:
Two yearling lambs each day, regularly…. There shall be a tenth of a measure of
choice flour with a quarter of a hin of beaten oil mixed in, and a libation of a
quarter of a hin of wine for one lamb.”(29:38, 40)

 Commentary of Abarbanel (Don Isaac Abarbanel (1437-1508):
34. The cloud covered the Tent of Meeting. This was not a natural cloud
formed from water vapor, but a cloud created ex nihilo by God on the First Day of
Creation—a “Darkness over the surface of the deep,” as Gen. 1:2 calls it. There
are many parallels between the story of creation and that of the Tabernacle. I
have interpreted some of the verses in the story of creation differently in my
commentary to Genesis than I do here, to fit the interpretation to the context, but
there is no contradiction; the Torah has 70 faces.

Commentary of Hizkuni:
.ישראל על ההקב״ של חבתו להראות, מיד הענן עליו שכן

34. The cloud covered the Tent of Meeting. Immediately, to show the Holy
One’s love for Israel.

Commentary of Gersonides:
Why is there so much unnecessary repetition in this story, and indeed in many of
the stories of the Torah? No explanation has been found that is sufficient to cover
every example. It may be that it was the custom in those days to have a great deal
of reptation in stories, and the prophet spoke according to this custom. But
perhaps the Torah is so long-winded in these many harmless places to show us
that when it is brief in profound places that is not simply a matter of style. We are



thus awakened to the necessity of seeking the reason for the Torah’s brevity in
these profound places, which we must attribute to the nature of the subjects
discussed in them. In such places every aspect of the text must be examined in
order to discover their true meaning. In the case of the Tabernacle, however, the
repetition is so extraordinary that each of its detail must have its own particular
meaning.




