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(Plaut pp. 781-83)

Leviticus 6:1-6:
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The Eternal spoke to Moses, saying: Command Aaron and his sons thus: This is
the ritual of the burnt offering: The burnt offering itself shall remain where it is
burned upon the altar all night until morning, while the fire on the altar is kept
going on it. The priest shall dress in linen raiment, with linen breeches next to his
body; and he shall take up the ashes to which the fire has reduced the burnt offer-
ing on the altar and place them beside the altar. He shall then take off his vest-
ments and put on other vestments, and carry the ashes outside the camp to a clean
place. The fire on the altar shall be kept burning, not to go out: every morning the
priest shall feed wood to it, lay out the burnt offering on it, and turn into smoke
the fat parts of the offerings of well-being. A perpetual fire shall be kept burning

on the altar, not to go out.

Commentary of Abarbanel (Don Isaac Abarbanel (1437-1508):
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2. The burnt offering itself. “The ritual of the burnt offering” in general is de-
scribed in the weekly portion of Vayikra, but now the specific rules pertaining to

the regular evening offering are given.



Commentary of Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo ben Yitzhak: 1040-1105):
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2. Command Aaron and his sons. “Command” is used to give an instruction
that must be followed with alacrity, both immediately and in succeeding
generations. Rabbi Simeon says, “The text must especially command us to act
with alacrity in a matter that involves taking money out of one’s pocket.” This is
the ritual of the burnt offering. Every time the Hebrew word torah is used its
purpose is to indicate that the rules are worded in such a way as to give us
additional information that is not specifically recorded. In this case, we learn that
the fats and other parts of a sacrifice may be burned on the altar at any time
during the night, and also which invalid offerings must be taken down from the

altar and which must remain and be offered anyway.

Commentary of Bekhor Shor (Joseph ben Isaac Bekhor Shor 12th Century):
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2. Where it is burned. The offering that must remain where it is burned all night
is obviously the regular daily twilight offering; the reason it must remain is so

that, to honor God, the altar is never empty day or night.
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4. To a clean place. Though they are ashes, being brought from before the Holy
One they must be disposed of in a clean place. Contrast the stones “with the
plague in them,”(14:40) which must be disposed of in an unclean place, which

those who are in a state of ritual cleanness will automatically avoid.



Leviticus 6:7-11:
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This is the ritual of the meal offering: Aaron’s sons shall present it before the
Eternal One, in front of the altar. A handful of the choice flour and oil of the meal
offering shall be taken from it, with all the frankincense that is on the meal offer-
ing, and this token portion shall be turned into smoke on the altar as a pleasing
odor to the Eternal. What is left of it shall be eaten by Aaron and his sons; it shall
be eaten as unleavened cakes, in the sacred precinct; they shall eat it in the
enclosure of the Tent of Meeting. It shall not be baked with leaven; I have given
it as their portion from My offerings by fire; it is most holy, like the sin offering
and the guilt offering. Only the males among Aaron’s descendants may eat of it,
as their due for all time throughout the ages from the Eternal One’s offerings by

fire. Anything that touches these shall become holy.

Commentary of Nachmanides (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman: 1195?-1270):
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10. It shall not be baked with leaven. According to the Sages, neither mixing,

kneading, or baking with leaven is permitted, each of them being punished by



lashes. I have given it as their potion from My offerings by fire. Rabbinically
this is interpreted to mean that they are not eligible to take their portions until the
offerings by fire have been made. It is most holy. The same applies to all the
sacred offerings. Moreover, the Sage also read this verse to say, “Not with leaven
have I given it as their portion”—that is, the portion left over for the priests may
itself not be subsequently leavened. Like the sin offering and the guilt offering.
Like the sin offering, the priests’ meal offering must be offered from their private

means, not from temple funds; during the day; and with the right hand.

Leviticus 6:12-16:
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God spoke to Moses, saying: This is the offering that Aaron and his sons shall
offer to the Eternal One on the occasion of his anointment: a tenth of an ephah of
choice flour as a regular meal offering, half of it in the morning and half of it in
the evening, shall be prepared with oil on a griddle. You shall bring it well
soaked, and offer it as a meal offering of baked slices, of pleasing odor to the
Eternal One. And so shall the priest, anointed from among his sons to succeed
him, prepare it; it is God’s—a law for all time—to be turned entirely into smoke.
So, too, every meal offering of a priest shall be a whole offering: it shall not be

eaten.

Commentary of Abarbanel:

13. This is the offering that Aaron and his sons shall offer... as a regular
meal offering. The Holy One wished to make sure that the High Priest would
make an offering every day to make whole whatever failings there might be that
day, and so that every evening and every morning there would be at least one

public offering and one private offering. It is most appropriate that the private



offering be given by the holiest individual among the public, and one who would

not miss a day or wo, as a private individual might.

Leviticus 6:17-23:
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The Eternal One spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons thus: This
is the ritual of the sin offering: the sin offering shall be slaughtered before the
Eternal, at the spot where the burnt offering is slaughtered: it is most holy. The
priest who offers it as a sin offering shall eat of it; it shall be eaten in the sacred
precinct, in the enclosure of the Tent of Meeting. Anything that touches its flesh
shall become holy; and if any of its blood is spattered upon a garment, you shall
wash the bespattered part in the sacred precinct. An earthen vessel in which it
was boiled shall be broken; if it was boiled in a copper vessel, [the vessel] shall be
scoured and rinsed with water. Only the males in the priestly line may eat of it: it
is most holy. But no sin offering may be eaten from which any blood is brought
into the Tent of Meeting for expiation in the sanctuary; any such shall be con-

sumed in fire.

Commentary of ibn Ezra (Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra 1091/92-1167):
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19. The priest who offers it as a sin offering. That is, the priest who dashes the
blood against the altar. It is he who “de-sins” the person, that is removes sin from
the sinner. Most of the commentators agree that this is the sense of the Hebrew

verb used here, as if it said “to cleanse” or “to purify.” Compare, “Purge me with



hyssop till I am pure; wash me till I am whiter than snow.”(Ps. 51:9)

Commentary of Rashi:
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21. An earthen vessel in which it was boiled shall be broken. Since whatever
was absorbed in it becomes a part of the sacrifice, that is “left over” beyond its
allotted time. The same rule applies to any sanctified food. Scoured and rinsed.
With a copper vessel, the scouring serves to remove whatever of the sanctified
food it has absorbed. As we have seen, with an earthen vessel the taint of the food
can never be removed. It is clear that the Hebrew word translated as “scoured”
can have a meaning related to cleanliness from the use of another word from this
root to refer to the “cosmetics” given to the young women brought to King
Ahasuerus in Esther 2:3.



