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Leviticus 14:1-11:
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God spoke to Moses, saying: This shall be the ritual for a leper at the time that he
is to be cleansed. When it has been reported to the priest, the priest shall go
outside the camp. If the priest sees that the leper has been healed of his scaly
affection, the priest shall order two live clean birds, cedar wood, crimson stuff,
and hyssop to be brought for him who is to be cleansed. The priest shall order
one of the birds slaughtered over fresh water in an earthen vessel; and he shall
take the live bird, along with the cedar wood, the crimson stuff, and the hyssop,
and dip them together with the live bird in the blood of the bird that was slaugh-
tered over the fresh water. He shall then sprinkle it seven times on him who is to
be cleansed of the eruption and cleanse him; and he shall set the live bird free in

the open country. The one to be cleansed shall wash his clothes, shave off all his



hair, and bathe in water; then he shall be clean. After that he may enter the camp,
but he must remain outside his tent seven days. On the seventh day he shall shave
off all his hair—of head, beard, and eyebrows. When he has shaved off all his
hair, he shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water; then he shall be clean.
On the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without blemish, one ewe lamb in
its first year without blemish, three-tenths of a measure of choice flour with oil
mixed in for a meal offering, and one /og of oil. These shall be presented before
the Eternal One, with the man to be cleansed, at the entrance of the Tent of Meet-

ing, by the priest who performs the cleansing.

Commentary of Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo ben Yitzhak: 1040-1105):
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4. Two live clean birds. The birds must be “live” and not dying; “clean” and not
from one of the “unclean” birds that may not be eaten. The reason for this is that
leprous affections come upon a person as punishment for injurious speech, that is,
for idle chatter about other people. It is therefore necessary that he brings birds,
which are always chittering and chirping, so that he may be cleansed. Cedar
wood. This lofty tree was used because plagues come also as punishment for
haughtiness. Crimson stuff, and hyssop. What is the remedy he should use that
he may be healed? Let him abandon pride, and regard himself as lowly as a worm
(NY21N) and as hyssop.

Commentary of Bekhor Shor (Joseph ben Isaac Bekhor Shor 12th Century):
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4. Cedar wood, crimson stuff, and hyssop. These symbolized how his

“crimson” sin has brought him from the heights of the cedar to the lowliness of



the hyssop.

Commentary of Abarbanel (Don Isaac Abarbanel (1437-1508):

4. Cedar wood, crimson stuff, and hyssop. Each of these items symbolizes one
of the four aspects of leprosy: The birds, that his flesh is no longer dead but once
again alive. The cedar, which does not decay, that his infection is gone. The
crimson, that his blood is once again healthy. The hyssop, that his foul smell is

gone.

Leviticus 14:12-20:
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The priest shall take one of the male lambs and offer it with the log of oil as a
guilt offering, and he shall elevate them as an elevation offering before the
Eternal. The lamb shall be slaughtered at the spot in the sacred area where the sin
offering and the burnt offering are slaughtered. For the guilt offering, like the sin
offering, goes to the priest; it is most holy. The priest shall take some of the blood
of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it on the ridge of the right ear of him
who is being cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of
his right foot. The priest shall then take some of the /og of oil and pour it into the



palm of his own left hand. And the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is
in the palm of his left hand and sprinkle some of the oil with his finger seven
times before the Eternal One. Some of the oil left in his palm shall be put by the
priest on the ridge of the right ear of the one being cleansed, on the thumb of his
right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot—over the blood of the guilt offer-
ing. The rest of the oil in his palm the priest shall put on the head of the one
being cleansed. Thus the priest shall make expiation for him before God. The
priest shall then offer the sin offering and make expiation for the one being
cleansed of his uncleanness. Last, the burnt offering shall be slaughtered, and the
priest shall offer the burnt offering and the meal offering on the altar, and the

priest shall make expiation for him. Then he shall be clean.

Commentary of ibn Ezra (Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra 1091/92-1167):
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14. The ridge. We understand what this must be from its location on the ear.
The right ear... the thumb... the big toe. These represent the body of the one
who is being cleansed, just as they do the bodies of the priest when they are
consecrated, for sin is the leprosy of the soul. The thumb and big toe are the
keystones of the hand and the foot, representing the essence of action. The ear is
a reminder to hear that which he was commanded. The right side is used because

that is the dominant side.

Commentary of Hizkuni (Rabbi Hizkuni ben Manoah mid-13th Century):
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14. The priest shall take... and the priest shall put. Just as the priest

personally performs this rite so he personally performs the other rites connected



with this sacrifice. I might have thought that placing the blood on the altar should
be performed by some specially designated vessel such as a spoon or something
like it. To prevent us from thinking this, the Torah repeats the word (}727) where
it did not appear to have been necessary, and adds that the procedure for the sin
offering is the same as that for the guilt offering. There were two priests needed
for this whole procedure: One would receive the blood in a vessel, and the other,
in his hand. The first would sprinkle the blood from his vessel on the side of the
altar, and the other who held the blood in his hand would approach the one being

cleansed.

Commentary of Gersonides (Rabbi Levi ben Gershom 1288-1344):

14. The priest shall take... and the priest shall put. Though the verse does not
say so, the dashing of the blood against the altar must come first. As with every
sacrifice, it is the giving of the divine portion to God that permits the rest for

human use.

Leviticus 14:21-32:
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If, however, he is poor and his means are insufficient, he shall take one male lamb
for a guilt offering, to be elevated in expiation for him, one-tenth of a measure of
choice flour with oil mixed in for a meal offering, and a log of oil; and two
turtledoves or two pigeons, depending on his means, the one to be the sin offering
and the other the burnt offering. On the eighth day of his cleansing he shall bring
them to the priest at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, before God. The priest
shall take the lamb of guilt offering and the /og of oil, and elevate them as an ele-
vation offering before the Eternal One. When the lamb of guilt offering has been
slaughtered, the priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it
on the ridge of the right ear of the one being cleansed, on the thumb of his right
hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. The priest shall then pour some of the
oil into the palm of his own left hand, and with the finger of his right hand the
priest shall sprinkle some of the oil that is in the palm of his left hand seven times
before God. Some of the oil in his palm shall be put by the priest on the ridge of
the right ear of the one being cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the
big toe of his right foot, over the same places as the blood of the guilt offering;
and what is left of the oil in his palm the priest shall put on the head of the one
being cleansed, to make expiation for him before the Eternal. He shall then offer
one of the turtledoves or pigeons, depending on his means—whichever he can
afford—the one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering, together with
the meal offering. Thus the priest shall make expiation before the God of All
Being for the one being cleansed. Such is the ritual for him who has a scaly

affection and whose means for his cleansing are limited.



